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What is scientific misconduct? 
Research misconduct is defined as fabrication, falsification, or plagiarism in proposing, performing, or reviewing research, or 
in reporting research results. The definition of misconduct may extend to other practices that deviate seriously from the 
commonly accepted standards or practices of the relevant research community. 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH MISCONDUCT 

 What happens if there is an allegation of misconduct? 

ISO & RIO 
administers the 

policy and 
procedures.

Does the
allegation fall

within the definition 
of misconduct?

No action taken. 
Decision

documented.

ISO and RIO determine if
there is enough preliminary 
information to conduct an 

Inquiry

No action taken. 
Decision documented.

No

Yes

No

Report any suspected 
conduct to IRB Chairs, 

Director Research 
Compliance/RIO or 

call hotline at
1-866-477-4661 or local
Institutional Signatory 

Official 
(ISO)

FORMAL INQUIRY

Preliminary phase of information gathering and fact-finding

to assess if substantial enough to warrant an investigation.

Yes

AdHoc Committee formed 
to determine if formal 

investigation necessary.

Is a formal 
investigation 
necessary?

30 days
No action taken. 

Decision documented.No

ISO creates an AdHoc Committee 
comprised of colleagues and 
persons with experience and 

education to start an 
investigation.

Yes
Respondent notified 

in writing of 
decision.

** TAKE NOTE **
Allegations are unproven findings, relating to possible 
wrongdoing or misconduct on somebody's part that has 
yet to be supported by evidence.

Did the committee 
conclude that there was 

misconduct?

Respondent notified 
of the conclusion of the 

investigation. No

15 days

Respondent 
notified, and has 10 

days to provide 
written appeal. 

Committee 
considers response 
in the finalizing of 

the report

Yes

When report final: ISO and  RIO 
promptly reports this to the 

appropriate institutional 
authorities including (IRB),  federal 

regulatory authorities, funding 
bodies as applicable.

Who do I contact for more information??

Kelly Insignares,Ph.D., MBA, CIP 
Regional Director, Research Compliance, 
Regional Integrity Officer, Michigan, 
Georgia and Florida
kelly.insignares@trinity-health.org 

Where can I find the policy on misconduct?

Respondent notified 
in writing of inquiry.

,► Trinity Health Trinity Health Michigan 
Research Compliance Department 

https://www.trinityhealthmichigan.org/research-
compliance/policies  

https://www.trinityhealthmichigan.org/research-compliance/policies
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